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PRE-ENLISTMENT:

William (Willie) was born 22 January 1886 in Cooktown to James Henry
O’Neill and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Angelina Hackett.

William had 2 sisters Anne Jane 28 October 1887, Lizzie Florence 22 June
1889. His mother, Elizabeth (Lizzie) Angelina, died on the 29 September
1890 and his father James married again to Edith Williams, 23 February 1892
and had one son, James Gordon born 21 August 1893.

His step-brother was James Gordon O’Neill but his mother called him Gordon
as he & his father both had James as their first Christian name

James enlisted and was killed in action in France

His occupation at time of enlistment was that of a seaman/clerk. He had
previously been one of sixteen seamen from the wrecked ship Dundonald
who spent nine months in 1907 stranded and experiencing great hardship on
Disappointment Island off New Zealand.

It is recorded that he lived in Rockhampton and Dalby in different sources

He was a single man

His next of kin was lilsted as his father, J E O'Neill, Gordonvale via Cairns

RIFLE SHOOTING:

o William O'Neill was a regular member of the Mulgrave Rifle Club

o After the war, his mother, Mrs O'Neill donated a beautiful gold medal
to the Mulgrave Rifle Club in memory of her two boys, william and
James Gordon. They were active members of the Club when war
broke out, when they enlisted and made the supreme sacrifice. The
medal was shot for in due course, and the member fortunate enough
to win the medal had something to be proud of, seeing that it comes
from the mother of such sterling boys as Willie and Gordon.
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SERVICE:

Service Number: 4258

William O’Neill enlisted in Rockhampton on 30 August 1915 as a Private with 9th
Battalion, 13th Reinforcement aged 29 years

He embarked with his Unit from Brisbane, on board HMAT A55 Kyarra on 3
January 1916 aged 29 years

He disembarked at Alexandria on 19 February 1916

On 29 3 1916 he proceeded to join the B.E.F and disembarked Marseilles on 4
April 1916

He marched out to 9th Battalion at Etaples o 26 July 1916 and taken on strength
in France on 29 July 1916

He reverted to ranks on joining the Battalion on 29 July then promoted
Temporary Sergeant on 1 August 1916

His War service was on the Western Front

Sergeant Major William O’Neill was killed in action on 21 August 1916 near
Mouquet Farm, France only a month after arriving there. He was aged 30

CEMETERY &/OR MEMORIAL:

Place of burial : No known grave

« Commemoration details: Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux,
France

« Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour, Panel number 57

« Cairns Cenotaph

« Gordonvale Presbyterian Roll of Honour

« Gordonvale Cenotaph

MILITARY HONOURS & AWARDS:

e British War Medal
e Victory Medal
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ESTABLISHING A LEGACY ol N
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As Australia grieved for the fallen soldiers of World War |, a determined group of i Séh_]lffl_!.s -_

women in the far north Queensland town of Gordonvale set about making sure their MEM JRIAL
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boys would never be forgotten.

Gordonvale Memorial Hospital

Gordonvale Memorial Hospital was originally erected as an 8 bed hospital in
memory of those who died in service or were killed in action during World War |.

' Gordonvale Memorial Hospital was originally
erected as an 8 bed hospital in memory of
those who died in service or were killed in
action during World War One.

Mrs O'Neill was the person most involved in
organising the construction of a War Memorial
Hospital in Gordonvale. Her two sons Act Sgt
William O'Neill, and Second Lieutenant James

Official Opening of the Gordonvale Memorial Hospital Gordon O'Neill were killed in action.

Fund raising for the original hospital started in September 1920 using both donations and government
resources. The building was constructed by the Public Works Department and included a maternity
ward.

When it was officially opened by Lord Stonehaven, the
Governor-General, in July 1926, it was fully equipped
with the latest appliances purchased with funds raised
by the Committee.

The original building was subsequently demolished to
make way for more extensive structures.

The modern Gordonvale Memorial Hospital has a marble plague, removed from the original hospital,
on the left wall of its entrance with a comprehensive history in a separate plaque below. Within the
hospital foyer are several photographs of William and James O'Neill.

The original plaque was found in a filing cabinet and unveiled at the entrance to the hospital on the 24th
April 2015.
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REFERENCES:

LINKS for William O'NEILL

« https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=7998426

« https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=228565

« https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/64547

« https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1658650

« https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/42894563 Cairns Post, Thu 13 Aug 1914, Page 8,
Northern Mobilisation. Roll of Riflemen

« https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/147554682? The Northern Herald (Cairns, QId. : 1913 -
1939), Thu 29 Aug 1918 . Page 3, Family Notices

« https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/40297558? Cairns Post (QId. : 1909 - 1954), Wed 21 Aug
1918, Page 4, Family Notices — Death Notice

« https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/403115907?
searchTerm=supreme%?20sacrifice%2C%20Mulgrave%20Rifle%20CLub Cairns Post (QId. : 1909 -
1954), Sat 28 Dec 1918, Page 2, Mulgrave Rifle Club. — Willie & Gordon

« https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/40355003? Cairns Post (QId. : 1909 - 1954), Sat 21 Aug
1920, Page 4, Family Notices

« https://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/190496/Anzacsiteinfo.pdf

« https://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/ww1/display/105673-gordonvale-memorial-
hospital-

« https://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2015/04/23/4222046.htm

« https://www.cairnspost.com.au/lifestyle/gordonvale-soldiers-war-memaorial-hospital-honours-fallen-
anzacs-with-commemorative-plaque/news-story/3bfeda0fda7003450360ff5421687d5f

« https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/40120989 - Cairns Post (Qld. : 1909 - 1954), Mon 7 Mar
1921, Page 3, GORDONVALE SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. an appeal for funding by
fellow soldier for Memorial hospital

« https://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2015/04/23/4222046.htm

» Paulene O'Keefe, 10 Feb 1019-Gordonvale War Memorial

« https://cdfhs.org/indexes/cairns-wwi-soldiers/oneill-william/

« https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/609200977?

searchTerm=Gordonvale%20Soldiers%20Memorial%20Hospital
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HIS DUTY DONE

 https:l/itrove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/402975587?
Wed 21 Aug 1918
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The Gordonvale Soldiers' Memorial Hospital was a project that reequired a great deal of fund raising which
was led by Mrs Edith O'Neill,. She was the mother of James and William O'Neill who both lost their lives
fighting at the front. This was an amazing achievement to honour those who so readilty gave so much.
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